
Brancusi Hands-On: Abstract Sculpture 
 
Goal: Make a sculpture of an animal in the most simple form, to broaden understanding of abstraction. 
Final Product: 3-dimensional sculpture on a plinth.  
 
Supplies:  

• Model Magic (1) 1 oz pack per student 

• Plinth cut from construction paper 
• bamboo chopsticks and utensils for creating texture in modeling material. 
• 5 x 7 inch chipboard for mounting 
• Liquid glue 
• Scissors 
• Scrap paper for sketching ideas 

 
Preparatory Discussion:  
 
Be clear with them that this is necessary preparation so that they will be more successful at their 
project. 
 
Characterization of Brancusi’s work:  show a picture of a traditional sculpture and ask the students 
what is different. They should see that Brancusi’s is more plain, smooth, simple, less detailed, more 
abstract.  
 
Discuss Closed Form – compact, blob-like, no extra added parts to lead the eye away from the piece.  
 
Before the class gets started – a group exercise in abstraction:  
Draw a series of triangular faces on the blackboard and start to fill one in and asked them to tell you 
what it was as soon as they could be sure beyond a shadow of a doubt. Maybe start with a cat. Draw 
the whiskers. The students will start to call out lots of different animals, so obviously that won’t be 
enough to be definitive. Next add the muzzle (double fishhook style), at this point they may narrow 
down the options to cat or dog. Add the ears. They may recognize it’s a cat by this point.  
 
Point out that they hadn’t needed the eyes, nose, body or anything else – just the most important 
details. Then move on to draw other animals such as a dog, bear, pig and bunny.  

 
These most important characteristics (dominant physical characteristics, one-word descriptions) of 
animals are like the drawings by people who draw cartoons. And choosing and emphasizing them 
would be a good place to start working on an abstract representation of a particular animal.  
 
Choose 3 examples for the group exercise: 
 

 
Cat - Physical Details: whiskers, tail, ears, maybe claws 

 
 

Dog - Physical Details: whiskers, tail, ears 
 
 
Bear - Physical Details: ears, nose, large round body 

 
 

Pig - Physical Details: ears, nose, tail, maybe feet  
 
 

Rabbit - Physical Details: ears, tail 
 
  

Cat Dog 

Bear Pig 

Rabbit 



Steps: 
 

1. Ask the kids to first decide on an animal they would like to create before continuing to the next 
step. 
 

2. Have the kids do a quick drawing of the animal they would like to create.  Give them only a few 
minutes for this step (that way they can’t get too detailed). Remind them to think closed form – no 
appendages. Just bulges, texture, lines to hint at details. Have them hold up their work so that they 
can inspect their neighbors (not to compare whose is best but to borrow, as all artists do, any useful 
techniques). 

 
3. Have the students cut out a shape for the plinth using construction paper.  Have then glue this 

towards the bottom of the chipboard.  Be sure they leave enough room above the plinth for the 
sculpture. 

 
4. Next, have them portray their animal's essential qualities for posterity in abstract 3D. Reminding 

them about closed form etc. It is inevitable that some will add legs and tentacles and horns. Remind 
these that the medium isn’t real sturdy and appendages tend to break off (this is a non-judgmental 
way of getting them to alter their piece and one that they buy more readily than, “do it because I 
want you to!”). Point out that if their animal is sitting or lying down, the legs would be folded up 
against the body anyway. They can fold and smooth the legs or just hint at their presence with a 
line (made using one of the tools).  

 
5. When their piece is complete, have them lay it on the table and flatten the backside a bit. Now add 

some liquid glue to the back of the piece and place it on the chipboard above the plinth.  It will take 
about a day for the entire project to dry. 

 
6. Have the students write their name and title of the piece on the chipboard. Remind them that a title 

is often the only clue of what an abstract work is all about! 
 


